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UGC bars engg college affiliations

1YEAR BAN Universities not to affiliate new colleges, no increase in student intake in existing institutes

Charumathi Sankaran
w charumati shankaran@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
on Wednesday instructed all
universities to put a one-year
halt on the affiliation of new
engineering colleges. The apex
body for higher education has
also told varsities not to enter-
tain requests by existing techni-
cal institutions to increase the
intake of students.

“Ithas been decided to have a
one-year moratoritum on affilia-
tion of fresh colleges providing
technical education by universi-
ties, and approval of increase in
the intake of students in techni-
cal colleges. All affiliating uni-
versities shall neither invite nor
process any application from
colleges providing technical
education for the academic year
2014-15,” the order states.

City engineering colleges’ fac-

ulty said that the UGC's move
was in order, as universities have
overweening powers in affiliat-
ing and running engineering
colleges following the All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) being stripped off its
regulatory role. A Supreme
Court judgment in April 2013
had stated that the AICTE was

UNREGULATED EXPANSION?
WHAT IT MEANS FOR THE ~ Why the directive
MUMBAI UNIVERSITY Following a Supreme

63 engineering colleges are affili-
ated to the Mumbai university

Every year, at least two new
colleges apply for affiliation to the
varsity

Over 50 % of the technical insti-
tutions apply for increase in stu-
dent intake and for increasing the
number of branches they offer.
These will have to be put on hold.

Court judgment in April
2013 absolving the
AICTE of its regulatory
functions, experts say
universities have over-

weening powers regard-

ing the affiliation and
running of engineering
colleges, as colleges are
now answerable only to
affiliating universities.

What is the UGC

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) is the
apex body in charge of regu-
lating all institutes of higher
education in the country.
Working under the Central
government, it is the only
grant-awarding agency
responsible for issuing
funds, coordinating and
maintaining standards of
institutes of higher learning.

only an advisory body.

“The AICTE was a good body
and the UGC may have called for
the moratorium as the control
mechanism [for colleges] rests
solely with universities. The
increasing number of engineer-
ing institutions causes a lot of
issues, such as the staff not being
paid. In such cases, neither the

university nor the college takes
responsibility,” said professor
KY Rajput, senior engineering
faculty, Mumbai university.
Vivek Yakkundi, principal
of Lokmanya Tilak College of
Engineering, said that while the
country needs engineers, private
institutions mushrooming in the
country are failing to provide

quality education, and this could
be the reason for the moratorium.
According to varsity authori-
ties, an average of two new col-
leges apply for affiliation every
year. “At least 50 % of the exist-
ing colleges apply for approv-
als for increasing intake and
branchesevery year,” said Suresh
UKkarande, dean of technology.
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HT Jaipur

IS RO launches second
navigation satellite

PROFICIENT Satellite navigation has been useful in the fields of
maritime, aviation, automobiles, disaster management and tracking

Vanita Srivastava
= Vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes_com

NEW DELHI: India moved a step
closer to having its own satel-
lite navigation system when
scientists of Indian Space
Research Organisation(ISRO)
successfully launched its sec-
ond Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS-1B)
from Sriharikota in Andhra
Pradesh on Friday.

With this successful launch,
the second of the seven satellite
system, India inches closer toa
select group of countries that
have such a navigation system.

The 1,432 kg satellite was
blasted off by the rocket Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV
C24) at5.14 pm from the launch
pad of Satish Dhawan Space
Center. IRNSS-1B is the second
navigation satellite of the seven
satellites constituting the IRNSS
Space segment. [ts predecessor
IRNSS-1A was launched in July
2013. Two more navigational sat-
ellites—IRNSS-1C and IRNSS-
1D are scheduled to be launched
before the end of 2014.

= Hoisting of PSLV-C24 second stage during vehicle integration to carry

the navigational satellite IRNSS - 1B, in Andhra Pradesh

“The PSLV in its 25th suc-
cessive successful flight pre-
cisely injected India’s second
regional navigation satellite. [
thank the entire ISRO team that

made the major milestone for

the country. This proves again
that India’s PSLV has a place
of pride.” ISRO chairman Dr K
Radhakrishnan said.

[RNSS-1B carries two tvpes of
payloads — navigation payload

PTI PHOTO

and ranging pavload. The IRNSS
syvstem will provide two types of
services — Standard Positioning
Svstem provided to all the users
and the Restricted Service pro-
vided only to authorised users.

Besides applications in sur-
veving, mapping, archaeology,
satellite navigation has proved
useful in the fields of maritime,
aviation, disaster management
operations and tracking services.
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Indian-American named
for key US govt post

HT Correspondent

------------------------------------------------------------------------

» lottersZhindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US President
Barack Obama on Thursday
nominated Indian-American
Sunil Sabharwal to serve
as executive director to the
International Monetary Fund
representing the US.
Sabharwal will do what
RaKkesh Mohan, former RBI
deputy governor, does at the
IMF for India: sit in meeting of
the IMF topmost decision-maing
body, the Executive Board.
Except, Sabharwal will com-
mand many times more clout
than Mohan given the US’s vote
share — 16.75% to India's 2.81 %,
common held with Bangladesh,

Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

Voting shares — also called
IMF quotas — are based on
countries’ overall position in
world economy and determine
its contrition to the fund, and
therefore, its clout.

India. China and other emerg-
Ing economies have been seeking
areform of the quota system to
reflect their growing clout in the
world economic system.

Sabharwal, who hasa BS from
The Ohio State University and
an MS from the London Business
School, has been an independent
investor in the payments sector
since 2006. He was the chair-
man of the Board of Ogone, a
European ecommerce pavment
services firm, from 2011 to 2013,



